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Tenor Lay Clerk Vacancy

Belfast Cathedral seeks to appoint a TENOR LAY CLERK to sing in the Cathedral Choir, from 01 September 2019. This post will enable an experienced singer to take part in the great cathedral repertoire in a wonderful building with an excellent acoustic and under the direction of the new Director of Music, Matthew Owens.

The Lay Clerks sing at the Choral Eucharist and Choral Evensong on Sundays and the Choral Evensong on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday in term time as well as special services at the major Festivals, concerts, and other occasions. The salary is £6,000 per annum. An Access NI check will be required for the successful applicant.

Further information can be obtained by contacting Mr Trevor Douglas, Cathedral Office Manager at trevor@belfastcathedral.org

Applications, including a full curriculum vitae, and containing the names and addresses of three referees (one of whom should be your current or most recent employer) should be sent to trevor@belfastcathedral.org by 12 noon on Friday 02 August. Mr Owens intends to hold auditions on Wednesday 14 August.

Belfast Cathedral (the Cathedral Church of St Anne) has stood for over 100 years as a place of Christian worship in the heart of the City of Belfast. This Hiberno-Romanesque building is one of the ecclesiastical and architectural highlights of Northern Ireland. 

The splendid acoustic of the cathedral is the setting for the 4-manual Harrison & Harrison organ, a Wells-Kennedy chamber organ, and (to be installed in September 2019) a 2 manual, mechanical action organ by the renowned Dutch firm, Klop. The music department includes a variety of singers: professional lay clerks, choral scholars, boy choristers, girl choristers (aged 11-18), and junior girl choristers. As well as Sunday Services and weekday Choral Evensongs, there are large diocesan and civic occasions. Over the years the Cathedral choirs have sung on national and local radio and television, and have undertaken concerts and tours.

Belfast is one of the UK’s most vibrant cities with a thriving musical, educational, and cultural life. The Ulster Orchestra, Northern Ireland Opera, regular professional chamber music concerts, an amateur symphony orchestra and amateur choirs combine with frequent visits by touring opera and ballet companies to make the city a modern cultural hub. Queen’s University’s Faculty of Music is in Belfast and Ulster University will soon be moving to its new site beside the Cathedral. The Ulster Society of Organists & Choirmasters also has a very active programme. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Belfast Cathedral sits at the heart of The Cathedral Quarter, which is known for its unique and artisan shops, wide variety of restaurants and social activity close to the Titanic Quarter and the city centre itself. The city’s two airports provide excellent connections to all the London airports and to most of the regional airports in the UK.


From September 2019, Belfast Cathedral Choir will be under the direction of Matthew Owens who is moving from Wells Cathedral, where he has been Organist and Master of the Choristers, and Conductor of the Wells Cathedral Oratorio Society since 2005. He studied at Chetham’s School of Music, The Queen’s College, Oxford, the Royal Northern College of Music, and the Amsterdam Conservatorium. From 1994-99, he was Tutor in Organ Studies at the RNCM and Chetham’s and worked for BBC Religious Broadcasting. He was subsequently appointed Sub Organist of Manchester Cathedral (1996-99), then Organist and Master of the Music at St Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral, Edinburgh (1999-2004). He was also Conductor of The Exon Singers (1996-2011), and served as President of the Cathedral Organists’ Association (2010-13).
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