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THE GREETING
The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

HYMN: ICH 127
Hark what a sound, and too divine for hearing,
stirs on the earth, and trembles in the air!
Is it the thunder of the Lord’s appearing?
Is it the music of his people’s prayer?

Surely he cometh, and a thousand voices
shout to the saints, and to the deaf are dumb;
surely he cometh, and the earth rejoices,

glad in his coming who hath sworn, ’l come’.

This hath he done, and shall we not adore him?
This shall he do, and can we still despair?
Come, let us quickly fling ourselves before him,
cast at his feet the burden of our care.

Yea, through life, death, through sorrow and through sinning
he shall suffice me, for he hath sufficed:
Christ is the end, for Christ was the beginning,
Christ the beginning, for the end is Christ.
Words: Frederick W.H. Myers (1843-1901)
Tune: HIGHWOOD Richard R. Terry (1865-1938)
OPENING RESPONSES:
O Lord, open thou our lips
and our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord's name be praised.

PsSALM: 138
| will give thanks unto thee, O Lord, with my whole heart:
even before the gods will | sing praise unto thee.
| will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy Name, because of thy loving-kindness and truth:
for thou hast magnified thy Name, and thy Word, above all things.
When | called upon thee, thou heardest me:
and enduedst my soul with much strength.
All the kings of the earth shall praise thee, O Lord:
for they have heard the words of thy mouth.
Yea, they shall sing in the ways of the Lord:
that great is the glory of the Lord.



For though the Lord be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly:
as for the proud, he beholdeth them afar off.
Though | walk in the midst of trouble, yet shalt thou refresh me:
thou shalt stretch forth thy hand upon the furiousness of mine enemies, and thy right hand shall
save me.
The Lord shall make sood his loving-kindness toward me:
yea, thy mercy, O Lord, endureth for ever; despise not then the works of thine own hands.

Glory be to the Father:
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: | Samuel 28: 3-19

Now Samuel had died, and all Israel had mourned for him and buried him in Ramah, his own city. Saul
had expelled the mediums and the wizards from the land. The Philistines assembled, and came and
encamped at Shunem. Saul gathered all Israel, and they encamped at Gilboa. When Saul saw the army
of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled greatly. When Saul inquired of the LORD,
the LORD did not answer him, not by dreams, nor by Urim, nor by prophets. Then Saul said to his
servants, ‘Seek out for me a woman who is a medium, so that | may go to her and inquire of her.’ His
servants said to him, “There is a medium at Endor.’

So Saul disguised himself and put on other clothes and went there, he and two men with him. They
came to the woman by night. And he said, ‘Consult a spirit for me, and bring up for me the one whom
| name to you.” The woman said to him, ‘Surely you know what Saul has done, how he has cut off the
mediums and the wizards from the land. Why then are you laying a snare for my life to bring about my
death? But Saul swore to her by the LORD, ‘As the LORD lives, no punishment shall come upon you
for this thing.” Then the woman said, ‘WWhom shall | bring up for you? He answered, ‘Bring up Samuel
for me.” When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out with a loud voice; and the woman said to Saul,
‘Why have you deceived me? You are Saul!” The king said to her, ‘Have no fear; what do you see? The
woman said to Saul, ‘| see a divine being coming up out of the ground.” He said to her, ‘What is his
appearance?!’ She said, ‘An old man is coming up; he is wrapped in a robe.” So Saul knew that it was
Samuel, and he bowed with his face to the ground, and did obeisance.

Then Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me by bringing me up?’ Saul answered, ‘I am in
great distress, for the Philistines are warring against me, and God has turned away from me and answers
me no more, either by prophets or by dreams; so | have summoned you to tell me what | should
do.” Samuel said, ‘Why then do you ask me, since the LORD has turned from you and become your
enemy? The LORD has done to you just as he spoke by me; for the LORD has torn the kingdom out of
your hand, and given it to your neighbour David. Because you did not obey the voice of the LORD, and
did not carry out his fierce wrath against Amalek, therefore the LORD has done this thing to you
today. Moreover, the LORD will give Israel along with you into the hands of the Philistines; and
tomorrow you and your sons shall be with me; the LORD will also give the army of Israel into the hands
of the Philistines.’



THE CANTICLE MAGNIFICAT:
My soul doth magnify the Lord:
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded:
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth:
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me:
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him:
throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm:
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things:
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

SECOND LESSON: Luke 17:20-37

Once Jesus was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, and he answered, ‘The
kingdom of God is not coming with things that can be observed; nor will they say, “Look, here it is!”
or “There it is!” For, in fact, the kingdom of God is among you.’

Then he said to the disciples, ‘The days are coming when you will long to see one of the days of the
Son of Man, and you will not see it. They will say to you, “Look there!” or “Look here!” Do not go,
do not set off in pursuit. For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other,
so will the Son of Man be in his day. But first he must endure much suffering and be rejected by this
generation. Just as it was in the days of Noah, so too it will be in the days of the Son of Man. They
were eating and drinking, and marrying and being given in marriage, until the day Noah entered the
ark, and the flood came and destroyed all of them. Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot: they were
eating and drinking, buying and selling, planting and building, but on the day that Lot left Sodom, it
rained fire and sulphur from heaven and destroyed all of them —it will be like that on the day that the
Son of Man is revealed. On that day, anyone on the housetop who has belongings in the house must
not come down to take them away; and likewise anyone in the field must not turn back. Remember
Lot’s wife. Those who try to make their life secure will lose it, but those who lose their life will keep
it. | tell you, on that night there will be two in one bed; one will be taken and the other left. There will
be two women grinding meal together; one will be taken and the other left.” Then they asked him,
‘Where, Lord?” He said to them, ‘Where the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.

THE CANTICLE NUNC DIMITTIS:
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:
according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation.
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people.
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.



Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED:
| believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lord be with you
and with thy Spirit.

Let us pray.

Lord, have mercy upon us
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy Name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil. Amen.

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us
and grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen
and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness
and make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people
and bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord,
because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us
and take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
O Lord, we beseech thee mercifully to hear us; and grant that we, to whom thou hast given an hearty
desire to pray, may by thy mighty aid be defended and comforted in all dangers and adversities; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



COLLECT FOR PEACE
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels and all just works do proceed; Give unto thy
servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy
commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our
time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord: and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

OCCASIONAL PRAYERS

For help through life’s journey
Be kind to your little children, Lord. Be a gentle teacher, patient with our weaknesses and stupidity.
And give us the strength and discernment to do what you tell us, and so grow in your likeness. May
we all live in the peace that comes from you. May we journey towards your city, sailing through the
waters of sin untouched by the waves, borne serenely along by the Holy Spirit. Night and day may we
give you praise and thanks, because you have shown us that all things belong to you, and all blessings
are gifts from you. To you, the essence of wisdom, the foundation of truth, be glory for evermore.

For neighbourliness
O God, the Father of all humankind, we beseech thee so to inspire the people of this land with the
spirit of justice, truth, and love, that in all our dealings one with another we may show forth our
brotherhood in thee, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

For a fairer world
Look with pity, O heavenly Father, upon the people of the world who live with injustice, terror, disease,
and death as their constant companions. Have mercy upon us: help us to eliminate our cruelty to these
our neighbours. Strengthen those who spend their lives establishing equal protection of the law and
equal opportunities for all. And grant that every one of us may enjoy a fair portion of the riches of the
world; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

For humility
My strength fails; | feel only weakness, irritation and depression. | am tempted to complain and to
despair. What has become of the courage | was so proud of, and that gave me such self-confidence? In
addition to my pain, | have to bear the shame of my fretful feebleness. Lord, destroy my pride; leave it
no resource. How happy | shall be if you can teach me by these terrible trials that | am nothing, that |
can do nothing, and that you are all!

For those advanced in years
O Lord God, look with mercy on all whose increasing years bring them isolation, distress or weakness.
Provide for them homes of dignity and peace; give them understanding helpers and the willingness to
accept help; and, as their strength diminishes, increase their faith and their assurance of your love. We
pray in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.

A PRAYER OF ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplications
unto thee; and dost promise that when two or three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt
grant their requests: Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be most
expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life
everlasting. Amen.

THE GRACE
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be
with us all evermore. Amen.



HyYMN: ICH 634

Love divine, all loves excelling, Come, almighty to deliver,
joy of heaven, to earth come down, let us all thy life receive;
fix in us thy humble dwelling, suddenly return, and never,
all thy faithful mercies crown; never more thy temples leave.
Jesu, thou art all compassion, Thee we would be always blessing,
pure unbounded love thou art, serve thee as thy hosts above,
visit us with thy salvation, pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
enter every trembling heart. glory in thy perfect love.

Finish then thy new creation,
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation,
perfectly restored in thee;
changed from glory into glory,
till in heaven we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love and praise.

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88) based on Matthew 3:1-2; 2 Corinthians 3:18; 5:17
Tune: BLAENWERN William P. Rowlands (1860-1937)

PRAYER OF BLESSING
May the peace of God which passeth all understanding, keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge

and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit, be amongst us and remain with us always. Amen.

Belfast Cathedral Closure

We regret that, due to current restrictions
as a result of the Covid-19 virus,
Belfast Cathedral is closed to services, tourism, events and as a public gathering venue.

However, please continue to watch the cathedral website (www.belfastcathedral.org ) or
our Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/BelfastCathedral/)
for this morning’s online Cathedral Service
and for up to date news and online prayer resources.

You can also listen to the morning service on our Telephone Audio facility.
Please dial: 028 95 320 355
And follow the instructions.
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