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NW CATHEDRAL

THE GREETING

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.

HYMN: ICH 491

We have a gospel to proclaim,

good news for all throughout the earth;
the gospel of a Saviour’s name:

we sing his glory, tell his worth.

Tell of his birth at Bethlehem,
not in a royal house or hall,
but in a stable dark and dim:
the Word made flesh, a light for all.

Tell of his death at Calvary,
hated by those he came to save,
in lonely suffering on the cross:
for all he loved, his life he gave.
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Tell of that glorious Easter morn,
empty the tomb, for he was free;

he broke the power of death and hell
that we might share his victory.

Tell of his reign at God’s right hand,
by all creation glorified;

he sends his Spirit on his Church,
to live for him, the Lamb who died.

Now we rejoice to name him King:
Jesus is Lord of all the earth.
This gospel message we proclaim;
we sing his glory, tell his worth.
Words: Edward |. Burns (b.1938)

Tune: FULDA (WALTON) William Gardiner (1770-1853) Sacred Melodies (vol. 2, 1815)

OPENING RESPONSES:

O Lord, open thou our lips

and our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord's name be praised.

PsALM: | |5

Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy Name give the praise:

for thy loving mercy, and for thy truth’s sake.

Wherefore shall the heathen say:
Where is now their God?
As for our God, he is in heaven:

he hath done whatsoever pleased him.

Their idols are silver and gold:

even the work of men’s hands.
They have mouths, and speak not:

eyes have they, and see not.
They have ears, and hear not:

noses have they, and smell not.

They have hands, and handle not; feet have they, and walk not:

neither speak they through their throat.



They that make them are like unto them:
and so are all such as put their trust in them.
But thou, house of Israel, trust thou in the Lord:
he is their succour and defence.
Ye house of Aaron, put your trust in the Lord:
he is their helper and defender.
Ye that fear the Lord, put your trust in the Lord:
he is their helper and defender.
The Lord hath been mindful of us, and he shall bless us:
even he shall bless the house of Israel, he shall bless the house of Aaron.
He shall bless them that fear the Lord:
both small and great.
The Lord shall increase you more and more:
you and your children.
Ye are the blessed of the Lord:
who made heaven and earth.
All the whole heavens are the Lord’s:
the earth hath he given to the children of men.
The dead praise not thee, O Lord:
neither all they that go down into silence.
But we will praise the Lord:
from this time forth for evermore. Praise the Lord.

Glory be to the Father:
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: 2 Kings 6:8-23
Once when the king of Aram was at war with Israel, he took counsel with his officers. He said, ‘At
such and such a place shall be my camp.” But the man of God sent word to the king of Israel, “Take
care not to pass this place, because the Arameans are going down there.” The king of Israel sent word
to the place of which the man of God spoke. More than once or twice he warned such a place so that
it was on the alert.

The mind of the king of Aram was greatly perturbed because of this; he called his officers and said to
them, ‘Now tell me who among us sides with the king of Israel?” Then one of his officers said, ‘No one,
my lord king. It is Elisha, the prophet in Israel, who tells the king of Israel the words that you speak in
your bedchamber.” He said, ‘Go and find where he is; | will send and seize him.” He was told, ‘He is in
Dothan.” So he sent horses and chariots there and a great army; they came by night, and surrounded
the city.

When an attendant of the man of God rose early in the morning and went out, an army with horses
and chariots was all around the city. His servant said, ‘Alas, master! What shall we do?’ He replied, ‘Do
not be afraid, for there are more with us than there are with them.” Then Elisha prayed: ‘O LORD,
please open his eyes that he may see.” So the LORD opened the eyes of the servant, and he saw; the
mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. When the Arameans came down
against him, Elisha prayed to the LORD, and said, ‘Strike this people, please, with blindness.” So he struck
them with blindness as Elisha had asked. Elisha said to them, ‘This is not the way, and this is not the
city; follow me, and | will bring you to the man whom you seek.” And he led them to Samaria.

As soon as they entered Samaria, Elisha said, ‘O LORD, open the eyes of these men so that they may
see.” The LORD opened their eyes, and they saw that they were inside Samaria. When the king of Israel
saw them he said to Elisha, ‘Father, shall | kill them? Shall | kill them? He answered, ‘No! Did you
capture with your sword and your bow those whom you want to kill? Set food and water before them
so that they may eat and drink; and let them go to their master.” So he prepared for them a great feast;
after they ate and drank, he sent them on their way, and they went to their master. And the Arameans
no longer came raiding into the land of Israel.



THE CANTICLE MAGNIFICAT:
My soul doth magnify the Lord:
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded:
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth:
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me:
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him:
throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm:
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things:
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

SECOND LESSON: Acts |7:15-34

Those who conducted Paul brought him as far as Athens; and after receiving instructions to have Silas
and Timothy join him as soon as possible, they left him.

While Paul was waiting for them in Athens, he was deeply distressed to see that the city was full of
idols. So he argued in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and also in the market-
place every day with those who happened to be there. Also some Epicurean and Stoic philosophers
debated with him. Some said, “What does this babbler want to say?” Others said, ‘He seems to be a
proclaimer of foreign divinities.” (This was because he was telling the good news about Jesus and the
resurrection.) So they took him and brought him to the Areopagus and asked him, ‘May we know what
this new teaching is that you are presenting? It sounds rather strange to us, so we would like to know
what it means.” Now all the Athenians and the foreigners living there would spend their time in nothing
but telling or hearing something new.

Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, | see how extremely religious you are
in every way. For as | went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, | found
among them an altar with the inscription, “To an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as
unknown, this | proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of
heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as
though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From one
ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence
and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for God and perhaps
grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For “In him we live and
move and have our being”; as even some of your own poets have said,

“For we too are his offspring.”

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an
image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of human
ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which
he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has
given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.’



When they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some scoffed; but others said, “‘We will hear you
again about this.” At that point Paul left them. But some of them joined him and became believers,
including Dionysius the Areopagite and a woman named Damaris, and others with them.

THE CANTICLE NUNC DIMITTIS:
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:
according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen: thy salvation.
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people.
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED:
| believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He
descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence he shall come to
judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Lord be with you
and with thy Spirit.

Let us pray.

Lord, have mercy upon us
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy Name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil. Amen.

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us
and grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen
and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness
and make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people
and bless thine inheritance.



Give peace in our time, O Lord,
because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us
and take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

COLLECT OF THE DAY
O God, who declarest thy mighty power most chiefly in shewing mercy and pity; mercifully grant unto
us such a measure of thy grace, that we, running the way of thy commandments, may obtain thy
promises, and be made partakers of thy heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PEACE
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels and all just works do proceed; Give unto thy
servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy
commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our
time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord: and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

A PRAYER OF ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplications
unto thee; and dost promise that when two or three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt
grant their requests: Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be most
expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life
everlasting. Amen.

THE GRACE
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be
with us all evermore. Amen.

HyYMN: ICH 537

O God, our help in ages past, A thousand ages in thy sight
our hope for years to come, are like an evening gone;

our shelter from the stormy blast, short as the watch that ends the night
and our eternal home. before the rising sun.

Beneath the shadow of thy throne Time, like an ever-rolling stream,
thy saints have dwelt secure; soon bears us all away;

sufficient is thine arm alone, we fly forgotten, as a dream
and our defence is sure. dies at the opening day.

Before the hills in order stood, O God, our help in ages past,
or earth received her frame, our hope for years to come,

from everlasting thou art God, be thou our guard while troubles last,
to endless years the same. and our eternal home.

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748)
Tune: ST ANNE William Croft (1678-1727)

PRAYER OF BLESSING
May the peace of God which passeth all understanding, keep our hearts and minds in the knowledge
and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord: And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father,
the Son and the Holy Spirit, be amongst us and remain with us always. Amen.



Belfast Cathedral Reopening
We are delighted that the cathedral is now open again to visitors
from | lam to 3pm Monday to Saturday.
Please spread the “good news”!

However, for the time being, the cathedral will be closed on Sundays
following Morning Service.

Please use the cathedral website (www.belfastcathedral.org )
or our Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/BelfastCathedral/)
to watch this morning’s | lam online Cathedral Service.

You can also listen to the service through the Telephone Audio facility.
This will be posted during Sunday afternoon.
Please dial: 028 95 320 355 and follow the instructions.

Bible passages in this service are from the New Revised Standard Version.
Material in this service is reproduced from the Book of Common Prayer copyright © RCB 2004.
Belfast Cathedral text, music and live streaming licence numbers CCL 8124, MRL 1049409
belfastcathedral.org
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