
EVENING PRAYER FOR USE AT HOME 
Sunday 29th November 2020 

Advent Sunday  

 

OPENING RESPONSES:  
O Lord, open thou our lips.  
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.  

O God, make speed to save us.  

O Lord, make haste to help us.  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  

Praise ye the Lord.  
The Lord's name be praised.  

PSALM: 142 
I cried unto the Lord with my voice * 

  yea, even unto the Lord did I make my supplication. 

I poured out my complaints before him * 

  and shewed him of my trouble. 

When my spirit was in heaviness thou knewest my path * 

  in the way wherein I walked have they privily laid a snare for me. 

I looked also upon my right hand * 

  and saw there was no man that would know me. 

I had no place to flee unto * 

  and no man cared for my soul. 

I cried unto thee, O Lord, and said * 

  Thou art my hope, and my portion in the land of the living. 

Consider my complaint * 

  for I am brought very low. 

O deliver me from my persecutors * 

  for they are too strong for me. 

Bring my soul out of prison, that I may give thanks unto thy Name * 

  which thing if thou wilt grant me, then shall the righteous resort unto my company. 

Glory be to the Father:  
   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

    world without end. Amen.  

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 1:1-20 

The vision of Isaiah son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, 

Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.  

Hear, O heavens, and listen, O earth; 

   for the LORD has spoken: 

I reared children and brought them up, 

   but they have rebelled against me.  

The ox knows its owner, 

   and the donkey its master’s crib; 

but Israel does not know, 

   my people do not understand.  



Ah, sinful nation, 

   people laden with iniquity, 

offspring who do evil, 

   children who deal corruptly, 

who have forsaken the LORD, 

   who have despised the Holy One of Israel, 

   who are utterly estranged!  

Why do you seek further beatings? 

   Why do you continue to rebel? 

The whole head is sick, 

   and the whole heart faint.  

From the sole of the foot even to the head, 

   there is no soundness in it, 

but bruises and sores 

   and bleeding wounds; 

they have not been drained, or bound up, 

   or softened with oil.  

Your country lies desolate, 

   your cities are burned with fire; 

in your very presence 
   aliens devour your land; 

   it is desolate, as overthrown by foreigners.  

And daughter Zion is left 

   like a booth in a vineyard, 

like a shelter in a cucumber field, 

   like a besieged city.  

If the LORD of hosts 

   had not left us a few survivors, 

we would have been like Sodom, 

   and become like Gomorrah.  

Hear the word of the LORD, 

   you rulers of Sodom! 

Listen to the teaching of our God, 

   you people of Gomorrah!  

What to me is the multitude of your sacrifices? 

   says the LORD; 

I have had enough of burnt-offerings of rams 

   and the fat of fed beasts; 

I do not delight in the blood of bulls, 

   or of lambs, or of goats.  

When you come to appear before me, 

   who asked this from your hand? 

   Trample my courts no more;  

bringing offerings is futile; 

   incense is an abomination to me. 

New moon and sabbath and calling of convocation— 

   I cannot endure solemn assemblies with iniquity.  

Your new moons and your appointed festivals 

   my soul hates; 

they have become a burden to me, 
   I am weary of bearing them.  

When you stretch out your hands, 

   I will hide my eyes from you; 



even though you make many prayers, 

   I will not listen; 

   your hands are full of blood.  

Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; 

   remove the evil of your doings 

   from before my eyes; 

cease to do evil,  

   learn to do good; 

seek justice, 

   rescue the oppressed, 

defend the orphan, 

   plead for the widow.  

Come now, let us argue it out, 

   says the LORD: 

though your sins are like scarlet, 

   they shall be like snow; 

though they are red like crimson, 

   they shall become like wool.  

If you are willing and obedient, 

   you shall eat the good of the land;  
but if you refuse and rebel, 

   you shall be devoured by the sword; 

   for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.  

MAGNIFICAT:  

My soul doth magnify the Lord:                   

   and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.  

For he hath regarded:   

   the lowliness of his handmaiden.  

For behold, from henceforth:   

   all generations shall call me blessed.  

For he that is mighty hath magnified me:   

   and holy is his Name.  

And his mercy is on them that fear him:   

   throughout all generations.  

He hath shewed strength with his arm:   

   he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.  

He hath put down the mighty from their seat:   

   and hath exalted the humble and meek.  

He hath filled the hungry with good things:        

   and the rich he hath sent empty away.  

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 

    as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.  

Glory be to the Father:  
   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

    world without end. Amen.  

SECOND LESSON: Matthew 21:1-13 
When Jesus and the disicples had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of 

Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you 



will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says anything to 

you, just say this, “The Lord needs them.” And he will send them immediately.’ This took place to fulfil 

what had been spoken through the prophet, saying,  

‘Tell the daughter of Zion, 

Look, your king is coming to you, 

   humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

     and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’  

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; they brought the donkey and the colt, and put 

their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and 

others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead of him 

and that followed were shouting, 

‘Hosanna to the Son of David! 

   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest heaven!’  

When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, ‘Who is this?’ The crowds were 

saying, ‘This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.’  

Then Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who were selling and buying in the temple, and he 

overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold doves. He said to them, 

‘It is written, 

“My house shall be called a house of prayer”; 

   but you are making it a den of robbers.’ 

NUNC DIMITTIS:  

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:           

    according to thy word.  

For mine eyes have seen: 

    thy salvation.  
Which thou hast prepared: 

    before the face of all people.  

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:       

   and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  

Glory be to the Father:  
   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:  

   world without end. Amen.  

THE APOSTLES’ CREED:  

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ his 

only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 

under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand 

of God the Father almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

The Lord be with you.   

And with thy spirit.  

Let us pray.  



Lord, have mercy upon us.   

Christ, have mercy upon us.   

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Our Father, which art in heaven,  

Hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come.  

Thy will be done, 

In earth, as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread.  

And forgive us our trespasses,  

As we forgive them that trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation;  

But deliver us from evil. Amen.  

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.   

And grant us thy salvation.  

O Lord, save the Queen.  

And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.  

Endue thy ministers with righteousness.   

And make thy chosen people joyful.  

O Lord, save thy people.   

And bless thine inheritance.  

Give peace in our time, O Lord.  

Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.  

O God, make clean our hearts within us.  

And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.  

COLLECT OF ADVENT SUNDAY:  
Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us the armour 

of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; 

that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious Majesty, to judge both the quick and the 

dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy 

Ghost, now and ever. Amen. 

COLLECT FOR PEACE 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels and all just works do proceed; Give unto thy 
servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy 
commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our 
time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS  
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord: and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and 
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  

PRAYERS 

A prayer for Advent (Frank Colquhoun) 

Lord Jesus, Redeemer and Judge of men, who came to save us from our sins: you have taught us that 

you will come again to take account of your servants and to reward faithful service. Help us to live as 

those who wait for their master, alert and ready for action, with lamps burning, maintaining a good 

witness, that we may not be ashamed before you at your coming but may enter into your eternal joy. 



A Prayer of Daily Dedication (can be used daily through the week) (John Vernon Taylor) 

Lord Jesus Christ, 

alive and at large in the world, 

help me to follow and find you there today,  

in the places where I work,  

        meet people,  

        spend money  

        and make plans.  

Take me as a disciple of your Kingdom,  

to see through your eyes,  

and hear the questions you are asking,  

to welcome all with your trust and truth,  

and to change the things that contradict God’s love,  

by the power of the cross  

and the freedom of your spirit. Amen. 

 

A Prayer before the Meeting of General Synod (Meeting On-line on Tuesday 1st & Wednesday 2nd December) 

Lord God, the Father of lights and Fountain of all wisdom, who hast promised, though thy Son Jesus 

Christ, to be with the universal Church to the end of the world; We humbly beseech thee with thy 

favour to behold the Bishops, Clergy and People, who are about to assemble and take counsel 

together in thy Name, for this Church. Mercifully grant that thy Holy Spirit may rest upon them, 

enlighten, and guide them; and that all their consultations may be prospered to the advancement of 

thy honour and glory, and the welfare of thy Church. Lead them and us into all truth; that so this 

Church may evermore hold fast and abide in the Apostolic and true Catholic faith, and serve the 

without fear in pureness of worship and life, according to thy holy will, through Jesus Christ our Lord 

and Saviour. Amen 

The Hint Half-Guessed, the Gift Half-Understood (Thomas Stearns Eliot) 

Men’s curiosity searches past and future 

And clings to that dimension. But to apprehend  

The point of intersection of the timeless 

With time, is an occupation for the saint— 

No occupation either, but something given 

And taken, in a lifetime’s death in love, 

Ardour and selflessness and self-surrender. 

For most of us, there is only the unattended 

Moment, the moment in and out of time, 

The distraction fit, lost in a shaft of sunlight, 

The wild thyme unseen, or the winter lightning 

Or the waterfall, or music heard so deeply 

That it is not heard at all, but you are the music  

While the music lasts. These are only hints and guesses, 

Hints followed by guesses; and the rest 

Is prayer, observance, discipline, thought and action. 

The hint half-guessed, the gift half understood, is Incarnation. 

 

 

 



Footnote to all Prayers (Clive Staples Lewis) 

He whom I bow to only knows to whom I bow 

When I attempt the ineffable Name, murmuring Thou, 

And dream of Pheidian fancies and embrace in heart 

Symbols (I know) which cannot be the thing Thou art. 

Thus always, taken at their word, all prayers blaspheme 

Worshipping with frail images a folk-lore dream, 

And all men in their praying, self-deceived, address 

The coinage of their own unquiet thoughts, unless 

Thou in magnetic mercy to Thyself divert 

Our arrows, aimed unskilfully, beyond desert; 

And all men are idolaters, crying unheard 

To a deaf idol, if Thou take them at their word. 

Take not, oh Lord, our literal sense. Lord, in Thy great, 

Unbroken speech our limping metaphor translate. 

Pause for SILENT REFLECTION 

A PRAYER OF ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM  
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplications 
unto thee; and dost promise that when two or three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt 
grant their requests: Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be most 
expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life 
everlasting. Amen. 

THE GRACE 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with 

us all evermore. Amen. 

Hymns suitable for use at home: 

  
ICH 553 

Jesu, lover of my soul, 

    let me to thy bosom fly, 

while the nearer waters roll, 

    while the tempest still is high; 

hide me, O my Saviour, hide, 

    till the storm of life be past; 

safe into the haven guide, 

    O receive my soul at last. 

Other refuge have I none, 

    hangs my helpless soul on thee; 

leave, ah leave me not alone, 

    still support and comfort me; 

all my trust on thee is stayed, 

    all my help from thee I bring; 

cover my defenceless head 

    with the shadow of thy wing. 

Thou, O Christ, art all I want; 

    more than all in thee I find; 

raise the fallen, cheer the faint, 

    heal the sick, and lead the blind; 

Just and holy is thy Name; 

    I am all unrighteousness; 

false and full of sin I am, 

    thou art full of truth and grace. 

Plenteous grace with thee is found, 

    grace to cover all my sin; 

let the healing streams abound: 

    make and keep me pure within. 

Thou of life the fountain art, 

    freely let me take of thee, 

spring thou up within my heart, 

    rise to all eternity.  

Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88) 

Tune: HOLLINGSIDE John Bacchus Dykes (1823-76) 



ICH 587 

Just as I am, without one plea,   

but that thy Blood was shed for me 

and that thou bidd’st me come to thee, 

    O Lamb of God, I come. 

Just as I am, and waiting not 

to rid my soul of one dark blot, 

to thee, whose Blood can cleanse each spot, 

    O Lamb of God, I come. 

Just as I am, though tossed about 

with many a conflict, many a doubt, 

fightings and fears, within, without, 

    O Lamb of God, I come. 

Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind; 

sight riches, healing of the mind, 

yea, all I need, in thee to find, 

    O Lamb of God, I come. 

Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

because thy promise I believe, 

    O Lamb of God, I come. 

Just as I am (thy love unknown 

has broken every barrier down), 

now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 

    O Lamb of God, I come. 

 Just as I am, of that free love, 

the breadth, length, depth and height to prove, 

here for a season, then above, 

    O Lamb of God, I come. 

Words: Charlotte Elliott (1789-1871) 

Tune: MISERICORDIA Henry Smart (1813-1879) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
NOTICES 

 

 

 

Under the Executive Restrictions announced on Thursday 19th November 

Belfast Cathedral remains closed for all events and public worship until Friday 11th December. 

However, from Monday 30 November the cathedral will be open 
Monday to Friday between 1.00pm and 2.00pm  

for private prayer and reflection in the area set aside for those who  wish to view the  

Lives Reflected screen,  

to remember a loved one or pray for those for whom they are concerned. 

Sanitising arrangements and social distancing will be observed. 

 

 

 

Services Sunday 6th December: Second Sunday of Advent 

11.00am Livestreamed Service of the Word 

A Service of Evening Prayer for use at home will be available on the cathedral website 

 

 

 

Christmas Carol Services at Belfast Cathedral 

Due to the present restrictions we are unable to confirm details for this year’s Cathedral Carol Services, 

 planned for 22nd, 23rd & 24th December.  

Confirmation of Carol Service times and booking arrangements will be posted on  

the Cathedral Website and Facebook pages in due course. 

 

 

 

This year, due to Covid restrictions,  

there will be no Christmas Eve Service of Midnight Holy Communion.  

However, there will be a Festival Eucharist at 11.00am on Christmas Morning. 

The Preacher will be the Bishop of Connor, The Right Reverend George Davison. 

Details for Seating at this Service will also be confirmed in due course, when further guidance has 

been received by the Dean from the Northern Ireland Executive.  

 
 

Bible passages in this service are from the New Revised Standard Version. 
Material in this service is reproduced from the Book of Common Prayer copyright © RCB 2004. Belfast Cathedral text, 

music and live streaming licence numbers CCL 8124, MRL 1049409  

belfastcathedral.org  


