EVENING PRAYER FOR USE AT HOME
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égg CATHEDRAL The Seventh Sunday of Easter:

N

The Sunday after the Ascension Day

OPENING RESPONSES:
O Lord, open thou our lips.
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord's name be praised.

PsALM: 82
God standeth in the congregation of princes *
he is a Judge among gods.
How long will ye give wrong judgement *
and accept the persons of the ungodly?
Defend the poor and fatherless *
see that such as are in need and necessity have right.
Deliver the out-cast and poor *
save them from the hand of the ungodly.
They will not be learned nor understand, but walk on still in darkness *
all the foundations of the earth are out of course.
| have said, Ye are gods *
and ye are all the children of the most Highest.
But ye shall die like men *
and fall like one of the princes.
Arise, O God, and judge thou the earth *
for thou shalt take all heathen to thine inheritance.

Glory be to the Father:
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 61:1-11

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me,
because the LORD has anointed me;

he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the broken-hearted,

to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;

to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favour,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;

to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,

the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.



They will be called oaks of righteousness,

the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.
They shall build up the ancient ruins,

they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,

the devastations of many generations.

Strangers shall stand and feed your flocks,
foreigners shall till your land and dress your vines;
but you shall be called priests of the LORD,
you shall be named ministers of our God;
you shall enjoy the wealth of the nations,
and in their riches you shall glory.
Because their shame was double,
and dishonour was proclaimed as their lot,
therefore they shall possess a double portion;
everlasting joy shall be theirs.

For | the LORD love justice,
| hate robbery and wrongdoing;
| will faithfully give them their recompense,
and | will make an everlasting covenant with them.
Their descendants shall be known among the nations,
and their offspring among the peoples;
all who see them shall acknowledge
that they are a people whom the LORD has blessed.
| will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.

MAGNIFICAT:
My soul doth magnify the Lord:
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded:
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth:
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me:
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him:
throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm:
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:
and hath exalted the humble and meek.



He hath filled the hungry with good things:
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

Glory be to the Father:
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

SECOND LESSON: Luke 4:14-21
Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him spread through all
the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.

When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath
day, as was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He
unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was written:
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’

And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue
were fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.’

NUNC DIMITTIS:

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:
according to thy word.

For mine eyes have seen:
thy salvation.

Which thou hast prepared:
before the face of all people.

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father:
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED:

| believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son our
Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence he shall
come to judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.



The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done,

In earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;

But deliver us from evil. Amen.

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen.
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
O God the King of glory, who hast exalted thine only Son Jesus Christ with great triumph unto thy
kingdom in heaven; we beseech thee, leave us not comfortless; but send to us thine Holy Spirit to
comfort us, and exalt us unto the same place whither our Saviour Christ is gone before, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PEACE
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels and all just works do proceed; Give unto thy
servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy
commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our
time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord: and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.



PRAYER
You are not only risen and alive, you are Lord.
This is your ascension, your ascendancy over the whole universe.
You stand over and above all that is best in life as its source.
You stand above all that is worst as ultimate victor.
You stand above all powers and authorities as judge.
You stand above all failure and weakness and sin as forgiveness and love.
You alone are worthy of total allegiance, total commitment.
You are Lord,
‘My Lord and my God.’
Rex Chapman

May the Light of lights come to my dark heart from thy place;
may the Spirit’s wisdom come to my heart’s tablet from my Saviour.
Be the peace of the Spirit mine this night,
be the peace of the Son mine this night,
be the peace of the Father mine this night,
the peace of all peace be mine this night,
each morning and evening of my life.
Source unknown (Celtic)

A time of FREE PRAYER in which to remember others and commend the coming week to God
Pause for SILENT REFLECTION

A PRAYER OF ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common supplications
unto thee; and dost promise that when two or three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt
grant their requests: Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be most
expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come life
everlasting. Amen.

THE GRACE
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with
us all evermore. Amen.



Hymns suitable for use at home:

ICH 261

Christ, above all glory seated!
King triumphant, strong to save!
Dying, thou hast death defeated,
buried, thou hast spoiled the grave.

Thou art gone, where now is given
what no mortal might could gain,
on the eternal throne of heaven
in thy Father's power to reign.

We, O Lord, with hearts adoring,
follow thee beyond the sky;

hear our prayers thy race imploring,
lift our souls to thee on high

So when thou again in glory
on the clouds of heaven shalt shine,
we thy flock may stand before thee,
owned for evermore as thine.

Hail! All hail! In thee confiding,

Jesus, thee shall all adore:
in thy Father’s might abiding
with one Spirit evermore.
Words: Latin c. 5h cent. Tr. James R. Woodford (1820-85)
Tune: NORMAN Melody from J.F. Doles’ Choralbuch (Liepzig, 1785)

ICH 275

Look, ye saints, the sight is glorious,
see the Man of sorrows now;
from the fight returned victorious,
every knee to him shall bow;
crown him! crown him!
crowns become the Victor’s brow.

Crown the Saviour, angels crown him,
rich the trophies Jesus brings;
in the seat of power enthrone him,
while the vault of heaven rings;
crown him! crown him!
crown the Saviour ‘King of kings’.

Sinners in derision crowned him,
mocking thus the Saviour’s claim:
saints and angels crowd around him,
own his title, praise his name:
crown him! crown him!
spread abroad the Victor’s fame.

Hark those bursts of acclamation!
Hark those loud triumphant chords!
Jesus takes the highest station;
O what joy the sight affords!
Crown him! crown him!
‘King of kings and Lord of lords’.
Words: Thomas Kelly (1769-1854)

Tune: NEANDER (UNSER HERRSCHER) Melody from Joachim Neander’s Alpha and Omega (Bremen, 1680) Descant by Alan

Gray (1855-1935)
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