A SERVICE OF EVENING PRAYER FOR USE AT HOME
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OPENING RESPONSES:
O Lord, open thou our lips.
And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord's name be praised.

PsALM: 32
Blessed is he whose unrighteousness is forgiven *
and whose sin is covered.
Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth no sin *
and in whose spirit there is no guile.
For while | held my tongue *
my bones consumed away through my daily complaining.
For thy hand is heavy upon me day and night *
and my moisture is like the drought in summer.
| will acknowledge my sin unto thee *
and mine unrighteousness have | not hid.
| said, | will confess my sins unto the Lord *
and so thou forgavest the wickedness of my sin.
For this shall every one that is godly make his prayer unto thee, in a time when thou mayest be
found *
but in the great water-floods they shall not come nigh him.
Thou art a place to hide me in, thou shalt preserve me from trouble *
thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance.
| will inform thee, and teach thee in the way wherein thou shalt go *
and | will guide thee with mine eye.
Be ye not like to horse and mule, which have no understanding *
whose mouths must be held with bit and bridle, lest they fall upon thee.
Great plagues remain for the ungodly *
but whoso putteth his trust in the Lord, mercy embraceth him on every side.
Be glad, O ye righteous, and rejoice in the Lord *
and be joyful, all ye that are true of heart.

Glory be to the Father:
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: |eremiah 6:16-21
Thus says the LORD:
Stand at the crossroads, and look,
and ask for the ancient paths,
where the good way lies; and walk in it,
and find rest for your souls.



But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’
Also | raised up sentinels for you:
‘Give heed to the sound of the trumpet!’
But they said, ‘We will not give heed.’
Therefore hear, O nations,
and know, O congregation, what will happen to them.
Hear, O earth; | am going to bring disaster on this people,
the fruit of their schemes,
because they have not given heed to my words;
and as for my teaching, they have rejected it.
Of what use to me is frankincense that comes from Sheba,
or sweet cane from a distant land?
Your burnt-offerings are not acceptable,
nor are your sacrifices pleasing to me.
Therefore thus says the LORD:
See, | am laying before this people
stumbling-blocks against which they shall stumble;
parents and children together,
neighbour and friend shall perish.

MAGNIFICAT:
My soul doth magnify the Lord:
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded:
the lowliness of his handmaiden.
For behold, from henceforth:
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me:
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him:
throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm:
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things:
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

Glory be to the Father:
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

SECOND LESSON: Romans 9:1-13
| am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit— | have
great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For | could wish that | myself were accursed and cut
off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. They are Israelites,
and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the
promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the
Messiah, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen.



It is not as though the word of God had failed. For not all Israelites truly belong to Israel, and not all
of Abraham’s children are his true descendants; but ‘It is through Isaac that descendants shall be named
after you.” This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the
children of the promise are counted as descendants. For this is what the promise said, ‘About this time
| will return and Sarah shall have a son.” Nor is that all; something similar happened to Rebecca when
she had conceived children by one husband, our ancestor Isaac. Even before they had been born or
had done anything good or bad (so that God’s purpose of election might continue, not by works but
by his call) she was told, ‘The elder shall serve the younger.’ As it is written,

‘| have loved Jacob,

but | have hated Esau.’

NuUNC DIMITTIS:

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:
according to thy word.

For mine eyes have seen:
thy salvation.

Which thou hast prepared:
before the face of all people.

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.

Glory be to the Father:
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED:

| believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ his only Son our
Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence he
shall come to judge the quick and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come.

Thy will be done,

In earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;

But deliver us from evil. Amen.



O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, save the Queen.
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.

Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.

O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY
O God, the strength of all them that put their trust in thee; mercifully accept our prayers; and because
through the weakness of our mortal nature we can do no good thing without thee, grant us the help
of thy grace, that in keeping of thy commandments we may please thee both in will and deed; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

COLLECT FOR PEACE
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels and all just works do proceed; Give unto thy
servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy
commandments, and also that by thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our
time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord: and by thy great mercy defend us from all perils and
dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.

PRAYER
Give us courage, O Lord, to stand up and be counted, to stand up for others who cannot stand up for
themselves. To stand up for ourselves when it is needful to do so. Let us fear nothing more than we
fear thee. Let us love nothing more than we love thee, for then we shall fear nothing also. Let us have
no other God before thee, whether nation or party or state or church. Let us seek no other peace
but the peace which is thine, and make us its instruments, opening our eyes and our ears and our
hearts, so that we should know always what work of peace we should do for thee. Alan Paton

A time of FREE PRAYER in which to remember others and commend the coming week to God
Pause for SILENT REFLECTION

A PRAYER OF ST JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common
supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when two or three are gathered together in thy Name
thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be
most expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come
life everlasting. Amen.

THE GRACE
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with
us all evermore. Amen.



Hymns suitable for use at home:

ICH 639

O Thou who camest from above,
the pure celestial fire to impart,
kindle a flame of sacred love
on the mean altar of my heart.

There let it for thy glory burn
with inextinguishable blaze,
and trembling to its source return

in humble prayer and fervent praise.

ICH 259

Christ triumphant, ever reigning,
Saviour, Master, King!

Lord of heaven, our lives sustaining,
hear us as we sing:

Jesus, confirm my heart’s desire

to work, and think, and speak for thee;
still let me guard the holy fire,

And still stir up thy gift in me.

Still let me prove thy perfect will,
my acts of faith and love repeat,
till death thy endless mercies seal,
and make the sacrifice complete.
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88)
Tune: HEREFORD S.S. Wesley (1810-76)

Word incarnate, truth revealing,
Son of Man on earth!

Power and majesty concealing
by your humble birth:

Yours the glory and the crown,
the high renown, th’eternal name!

Suffering servant, scorned, ill-treated,
victim crucified!

death is through the cross defeated,
sinners justified:

Priestly king, enthroned for ever
high in heaven above!

sin and death and hell shall never
stifle hymns of love:

So, our hearts and voices raising
through the ages long,
ceaselessly upon you gazing,
this shall be our song:
Words: Michael Saward (1932-2015)
Tune: GUITING POWER John Barnard (b. 1948)

Choral Evensong returns on Sunday 13 & 20 June at 3.30pm

Bible passages in this service are from the New Revised Standard Version.
Material in this service is reproduced from the Book of Common Prayer copyright © RCB 2004.
Belfast Cathedral text, music and live streaming licence numbers CCL 8124, MRL 1049409
belfastcathedral.org




