
CHORAL EVENSONG   

All Hallow’s Eve 

Sunday 31st October 2021 

 
 

Welcome to the Cathedral Church of St Anne, Belfast. 

Face coverings must be worn when entering and exiting the building, and 

when singing the hymns. We request members of the congregation to wear 

face coverings throughout the service. Please follow the instructions from 

the Churchwardens. Under government guidance for the purposes of 

keeping Contact Tracing Records it is essential that you complete the 

following information. These will be retained for 21 days, after which they 

will be destroyed. Thank you. 

PLEASE PLACE THIS SERVICE SHEET IN THE BOX AT THE WEST END OF THE 

CATHEDRAL AS YOU LEAVE 

Name(s):______________________________________________________ 

Telephone contact:_____________________________________________  

 

Organ Prelude: Prelude and Fugue (2017)  Howard Skempton (b.1947) 

Please stand for the entrance of the choir and clergy and to sing HYMN 104*:  

 

O for a thousand tongues to sing 

    my dear Redeemer’s praise, 

the glories of my God and King, 

    the triumphs of his grace! 

Jesus! The name that charms our fears, 

    that bids our sorrows cease; 

’tis music in the sinner’s ears, 

    ’tis life, and health, and peace. 



 

He speaks, and, listening to his voice, 

    new life the dead receive, 

the mournful, broken hearts rejoice, 

    the humble poor believe. 

My gracious Master and my God, 

    assist me to proclaim, 

to spread through all the world abroad, 

    the honours of thy name. 
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-88) 

Tune: OXFORD NEW James Morris Coombs (1769-1820) 

Please stand for the OPENING RESPONSES:  

Priest:  O Lord, open thou our lips. 

Choir:  And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

Priest:  O God, make speed to save us. 

Choir:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Priest:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  

  and to the Holy Ghost. 

Choir:  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  

            without end. Amen. 

Priest:  Praise ye the Lord. 

Choir:  The Lord's name be praised. 
Setting: Howard Skempton (b.1947) 

Please sit while the choir sings PSALM 150:  

O praise God in his holiness: 

  praise him in the firmament of his power. 

Praise him in his noble acts: 

  praise him according to his excellent greatness. 

Praise him in the sound of the trumpet: 

  praise him upon the lute and harp. 

Praise him in the cymbals and dances: 

  praise him upon the strings and pipe. 



Praise him upon the well-tuned cymbals: 

  praise him upon the loud cymbals. 

Let every thing that hath breath: 

  praise the Lord. 

Please stand for the GLORIA: 

Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

   world without end. Amen.    
Setting: Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 

Please sit for the FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 40:27-31 

Why do you say, O Jacob, 

   and speak, O Israel, 

‘My way is hidden from the LORD, 

   and my right is disregarded by my God’? 

Have you not known? Have you not heard? 

The LORD is the everlasting God, 

   the Creator of the ends of the earth. 

He does not faint or grow weary; 

   his understanding is unsearchable. 

He gives power to the faint, 

   and strengthens the powerless. 

Even youths will faint and be weary, 

   and the young will fall exhausted; 

but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength, 

   they shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

they shall run and not be weary, 

   they shall walk and not faint. 

Please remain seated as the choir sings the MAGNIFICAT:  

My soul doth magnify the Lord:         

   and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded:  

   the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth:  

   all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me:  

   and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him:  

   throughout all generations. 



He hath shewed strength with his arm:  

   he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  

   and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things:  

   and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:  

   as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Please stand for the GLORIA: 

Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

   world without end. Amen. 
Setting: The Wells Service, Howard Skempton (b.1947) 

Please sit for the SECOND LESSON: Revelation 7:9-17 

I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every 

nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne 

and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. They 

cried out in a loud voice, saying, 

‘Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!’ 

And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the 

four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 

worshipped God, singing, 

‘Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 

and thanksgiving and honour 

and power and might 

be to our God for ever and ever! Amen.’ 

Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, robed in white, 

and where have they come from?’ I said to him, ‘Sir, you are the one that 

knows.’ Then he said to me, ‘These are they who have come out of the great 

ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 

the Lamb. 

For this reason they are before the throne of God, 

   and worship him day and night within his temple, 

   and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 

They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 

   the sun will not strike them, 

   nor any scorching heat; 

 



for the Lamb at the centre of the throne will be their shepherd, 

   and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 

and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’ 

Please remain seated as the choir sings the NUNC DIMITTIS:  

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:     

  according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen:  

  thy salvation. 

Which thou hast prepared:  

  before the face of all people. 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  

  and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Please stand for the GLORIA: 

Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

   world without end. Amen. 
Setting: The Wells Service, Howard Skempton (b.1947) 

Standing, we face east to recite the APOSTLES’ CREED: 

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

Priest:  The Lord be with you.  

Choir:  And with thy spirit. 

Priest:  Let us pray. 

Please kneel or sit. 

Priest:  Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Choir:  Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Priest:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 



Choir: 

Our Father, which art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done in earth,  

As it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

Priest:  O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.  

Choir:  And grant us thy salvation. 

Priest:  O Lord, save the Queen. 

Choir:  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Priest:  Endue thy ministers with righteousness.  

Choir:  And make thy chosen people joyful. 

Priest:  O Lord, save thy people.  

Choir:  And bless thine inheritance. 

Priest:  Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Choir:  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O  

  God. 

Priest:  O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

Choir:  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY: 

O almighty God, who hast knit together thine elect in one communion and 

fellowship, in the mystical body of thy Son Christ our Lord; Grant us so to 

follow thy blessed saints in all virtuous and godly living, that we may come to 

those unspeakable joys, which thou hast prepared for them that unfeignedly 

love thee; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Choir: Amen. 

 

 

 



COLLECT FOR PEACE: 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels and all just works do 

proceed; Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 

both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by 

thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in 

rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Choir: Amen. 

COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS: 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord: and by thy great mercy 

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 

Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.    

Choir: Amen. 

The choir sings the ANTHEM:  

Holy is the True Light, 

and passing wonderful, 

lending radiance to them that endured in the heat of the conflict, 

from Christ they inherit a home of unfading splendour, 

wherein they rejoice with gladness evermore. 

Alleluia! 
Words: From the Salisbury Diurnal by the Reverend Dr G.H. Palmer (1846-1926)  

Setting: Sir William Harris (1883-1973) 

Please kneel or sit for the PRAYERS, which conclude with A PRAYER OF ST JOHN 

CHRYSOSTOM: 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make 

our common supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when two or 

three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfil 

now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be most 

expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in 

the world to come life everlasting. 

All respond: Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  

All respond: Amen. 

Please stand to sing HYMN 630:  



 

Blessed are the pure in heart, 

    for they shall see our God; 

the secret of the Lord is theirs, 

    their soul is Christ's abode. 

The Lord who left the heavens 

    our life and peace to bring, 

to dwell in lowliness with us, 

    our pattern and our king; 

still to the lowly soul 

    he doth himself impart 

and for his dwelling and his throne 

    chooseth the pure in heart. 

Lord, we thy presence seek; 

    may ours this blessing be; 

give us a pure and lowly heart, 

    a temple meet for thee.  
Words: vv. 1& 3 John Keble (1792-1866) vv. 2&4 W.J. Hall (1703-1861) based on Matthew 5:8 

Tune: FRANCONIA from a six-line melody in J.B. Konig’s Hermonischer Liederschatz (1738) adpt. William Henry 

Havergal (1793-1870) 

THE BLESSING 

The peace of God which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord: And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always.   

Response:  Amen. 

Please remain standing as the choir and clergy depart 

Organ Postlude: Intrada  Grayston Ives (b.1948) 

Please exit as directed by the Cathedral Wardens. 

There is a Retiring Collection at this service. 

Bible passages in this service are from the New Revised Standard Version 

Material in this service is reproduced from the Book of Common Prayer copyright © RCB 2004 

Belfast Cathedral text, music and live streaming licence numbers CCL 8124, MRL 1049409 


