
CHORAL EVENSONG   

The Sunday before Advent: 

The Kingship of Christ  

(Stir Up Sunday) 

Sunday 21st November 2021 

 
 

Welcome to the Cathedral Church of St Anne, Belfast. 
Face coverings must be worn when entering and exiting the building, and 
when singing the hymns. We request members of the congregation to wear 

face coverings throughout the service. Please follow the instructions from 
the Churchwardens. Under government guidance for the purposes of 
keeping Contact Tracing Records it is essential that you complete the 

following information. These will be retained for 21 days, after which they 

will be destroyed. Thank you. 

PLEASE PLACE THIS ORDER OF SERVICE IN THE BOX AT THE WEST END OF THE 

CATHEDRAL AS YOU LEAVE 

Name(s):______________________________________________________ 

Telephone contact:_____________________________________________  

 

Organ Prelude: Prelude on a Theme of Orlando Gibbons (Song 22)  Sir Charles 
Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 

Please stand for the entrance of the choir and clergy and to sing HYMN 250*:  

 

All hail the power of Jesu's name; 
    let angels prostrate fall; 
bring forth the royal diadem 

    to crown him Lord of all. 



 

Ye seed of Israel's chosen race, 
    ye ransomed of the fall, 

hail him who saves you by his grace, 
    and crown him Lord of all.  

Let every kindred, every tribe, 

    on this terrestrial ball, 
to him all majesty ascribe, 
    and crown him Lord of all.  

O that with yonder sacred throng,  

    we at his feet may fall;  
we’ll join the everlasting song,  
    and crown him Lord of all. 

Words: Edward Perronet (1726-92) and John Rippon (1751-1836) based on Revelation 4:9-11 

Tune: MILES LANE William Shrubsole (1760-1806) 

Please stand for the OPENING RESPONSES:  

Priest:  O Lord, open thou our lips. 
Choir:  And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

Priest:  O God, make speed to save us. 
Choir:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Priest:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  

  and to the Holy Ghost. 
Choir:  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
            without end. Amen. 

Priest:  Praise ye the Lord. 

Choir:  The Lord's name be praised. 
Setting: Bernard Rose (1916-1996)  

 



Please sit while the choir sings PSALM 93:  
The Lord is King, and hath put on glorious apparel: 

  the Lord hath put on his apparel, and girded himself with strength. 
He hath made the round world so sure: 
  that it cannot be moved. 

Ever since the world began hath thy seat been prepared: 
  thou art from everlasting. 
The floods are risen, O Lord, the floods have lift up their voice: 
  the floods lift up their waves. 

The waves of the sea are mighty, and rage horribly: 
  but yet the Lord, who dwelleth on high, is mightier. 
Thy testimonies, O Lord, are very sure: 

  holiness becometh thine house for ever. 

Please stand for the GLORIA: 
Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
   world without end. Amen.    

Chant: Thomas Attwood (1765-1838) 

Please sit for the FIRST LESSON: Daniel 5:1-17, 22-30 
King Belshazzar made a great festival for a thousand of his lords, and he was 
drinking wine in the presence of the thousand. Under the influence of the 

wine, Belshazzar commanded that they bring in the vessels of gold and silver 
that his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple in Jerusalem, so 
that the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines might drink from 
them. So they brought in the vessels of gold and silver that had been taken 

out of the temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his lords, 
his wives, and his concubines drank from them. They drank the wine and 
praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone. 

Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and began writing on the 
plaster of the wall of the royal palace, next to the lampstand. The king was 
watching the hand as it wrote. Then the king’s face turned pale, and his 

thoughts terrified him. His limbs gave way, and his knees knocked 
together. The king cried aloud to bring in the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and 
the diviners; and the king said to the wise men of Babylon, ‘Whoever can 

read this writing and tell me its interpretation shall be clothed in purple, have 
a chain of gold around his neck, and rank third in the kingdom.’ Then all the 
king’s wise men came in, but they could not read the writing or tell the king 
the interpretation. Then King Belshazzar became greatly terrified and his face 

turned pale, and his lords were perplexed. 



The queen, when she heard the discussion of the king and his lords, came 
into the banqueting-hall. The queen said, ‘O king, live for ever! Do not let 

your thoughts terrify you or your face grow pale. There is a man in your 
kingdom who is endowed with a spirit of the holy gods. In the days of your 
father he was found to have enlightenment, understanding, and wisdom like 

the wisdom of the gods. Your father, King Nebuchadnezzar, made him chief 
of the magicians, enchanters, Chaldeans, and diviners, because an excellent 
spirit, knowledge, and understanding to interpret dreams, explain riddles, and 
solve problems were found in this Daniel, whom the king named 

Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be called, and he will give the interpretation.’ 

Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king said to Daniel… ‘I have 
heard that you can give interpretations and solve problems. Now if you are 

able to read the writing and tell me its interpretation, you shall be clothed in 
purple, have a chain of gold around your neck, and rank third in the kingdom.’ 

Then Daniel answered in the presence of the king, ‘Let your gifts be for 

yourself, or give your rewards to someone else! Nevertheless, I will read the 
writing to the king and let him know the interpretation.  

… And you, Belshazzar…have not humbled your heart… You have exalted 

yourself against the Lord of heaven! The vessels of his temple have been 
brought in before you, and you and your lords, your wives and your 
concubines have been drinking wine from them. You have praised the gods 

of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do not see or hear 
or know; but the God in whose power is your very breath, and to whom 
belong all your ways, you have not honoured. 

‘So from his presence the hand was sent and this writing was inscribed. And 

this is the writing that was inscribed: mene, mene, tekel, and parsin. This is 
the interpretation of the matter: mene, God has numbered the days of your 
kingdom and brought it to an end; tekel, you have been weighed on the scales 

and found wanting; peres, your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes 
and Persians.’ 

Then Belshazzar gave the command, and Daniel was clothed in purple, a chain 

of gold was put around his neck, and a proclamation was made concerning 
him that he should rank third in the kingdom. 

That very night Belshazzar, the Chaldean king, was killed. And Darius the 

Mede received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old. 

 



Please remain seated as the choir sings the MAGNIFICAT:  
My soul doth magnify the Lord:         

   and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
For he hath regarded:  
   the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth:  
   all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me:  
   and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him:  
   throughout all generations. 
He hath shewed strength with his arm:  

   he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  
   and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things:  
   and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:  

   as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Please stand for the GLORIA: 
Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
   world without end. Amen. 

Setting: Evening Service ‘Collegium Regale’, Charles Wood (1866-1926)  

Please sit for the SECOND LESSON: John 6:1-15 

Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of 
Tiberias.  A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that 
he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there 

with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When 
he looked up and saw a large crowd coming towards him, Jesus said to Philip, 
‘Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?’ He said this to test 

him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, ‘Six 
months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a 
little.’ One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to 

him, ‘There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what 
are they among so many people?’ Jesus said, ‘Make the people sit down.’ Now 
there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five 
thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 

distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they 
wanted.  



When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, ‘Gather up the fragments left 
over, so that nothing may be lost.’ So they gathered them up, and from the 

fragments of the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled 
twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began 
to say, ‘This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.’ 

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to 
make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself. 

Please remain seated as the choir sings the NUNC DIMITTIS:  
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:     

  according to thy word. 
For mine eyes have seen:  
  thy salvation. 

Which thou hast prepared:  
  before the face of all people. 
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  

  and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Please stand for the GLORIA: 
Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
   world without end. Amen. 

Setting: Evening Service ‘Collegium Regale’, Charles Wood (1866-1926)  

Standing, we face east to recite the APOSTLES’ CREED: 
I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And 
in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 
day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and 
sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 
Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

Priest:  The Lord be with you.  
Choir:  And with thy spirit. 

Priest:  Let us pray. 

Please kneel or sit. 



Priest:  Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Choir:  Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Priest:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Choir: 
Our Father, which art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
Thy will be done in earth,  
As it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 
But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

Priest:  O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.  

Choir:  And grant us thy salvation. 

Priest:  O Lord, save the Queen. 
Choir:  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Priest:  Endue thy ministers with righteousness.  
Choir:  And make thy chosen people joyful. 

Priest:  O Lord, save thy people.  

Choir:  And bless thine inheritance. 

Priest:  Give peace in our time, O Lord. 
Choir:  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O  

  God. 

Priest:  O God, make clean our hearts within us. 
Choir:  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

COLLECT OF THE DAY: 

Stir up, we beseech thee, O Lord, the wills of thy faithful people; that they, 
plenteously bringing forth the fruit of good works, may of thee be plenteously 
rewarded; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Choir: Amen. 

 

 



COLLECT FOR PEACE: 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels and all just works do 

proceed; Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 
both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by 
thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in 

rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Choir: Amen. 

COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS: 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord: and by thy great mercy 

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 
Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.    

Choir: Amen. 

The choir sings the ANTHEM:  
Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors;  
    and the King of Glory shall come in.  

Who is this King of Glory?  
    The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in battle.  
Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye everlasting doors;  

    and the King of Glory shall come in.  
Who is this King of Glory?  
    The Lord of Hosts, He is the King of Glory. 

Words: Psalm 24:7-10 (from Messiah)  

Setting: George Frederick Handel (1685-1759) 

Please kneel or sit for the PRAYERS, which conclude with A PRAYER OF ST JOHN 

CHRYSOSTOM: 
Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make 
our common supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when two or 

three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfil 
now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be most 
expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in 

the world to come life everlasting. 

All respond: Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  

All respond: Amen. 

 



Please stand to sing HYMN 97*:  

 

Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 
does his successive journeys run; 
    his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 

    till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

To him shall endless prayer be made, 
and praises throng to crown his head; 

    his name, like incense, shall arise 
    with every morning sacrifice. 

People and realms of every tongue 

dwell on his love with sweetest song, 
    and infant voices shall proclaim 
    their early blessings on his name. 

Let all creation rise and bring 

peculiar honours to our King; 
    angels descend with songs again, 
    and earth repeat the long Amen. 

Words: Isaac Watts (1674-1748) based on Psalm 72: 12-19 
Tune: TRURO Melody from Thomas Williams’ Psalmodia Evangelica (London, 1789) 

THE BLESSING 
The peace of God which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and 
minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord: And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always.   

Response:  Amen. 

Please remain standing as the choir and clergy depart 

Organ Postlude: Marche sur un thème de Hændel, Op. 15, No 2  Félix-Alexandre 
Guilmant (1837-1911) 

Please exit as directed by the Cathedral Wardens. 

There is a Retiring Collection at this service. 
 



 
 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

Musical Purchases for Christmas 2021! 
Belfast Cathedral Choir has released their CD A Belfast Christmas, a varied 
programme of familiar seasonal carols and fresh festive offerings from composers 
including John Rutter, Philip Stopford, Philip Wilby, Philip Ledger and Bob 

Chilcott. 

A second CD is Christmas Bells, featuring Organ Music from Belfast Cathedral, 
with Matthew Owens. 

Both CDs will be available to purchase following this service, or through the week 
from the Cathedral Shop. £12 each or 2 for £20.  

 

 
 
 

              
 

 
  



 
NOTICES  

 
 
 

Services this week: 
Wednesday & Thursday 1.00-1.15pm Lunchtime Prayers in the Cathedral 

Friday 1.00-2.00pm The Church’s Ministry of Healing Service in the Hall 
 
 

 
 

Sunday 28th November 2021: The First Sunday of Advent 
11.00am Choral Eucharist 

Preacher: The Dean’s Vicar 

There will be no 3.30pm service 

Instead You are Invited to Share: 

6.00pm Advent Carol Service 
A service of readings, traditional congregational carols and music for Advent. 

The congregation is requested to be seated by 5.50pm 
 

 
 
 

Please remember to make your  
FWO (Free Will Offering) contribution to the Cathedral  

as you leave the cathedral this morning or via Online Banking: 

Cathedral Bank Branch:  Bank of Ireland, City Centre Branch,             
1 Donegall Square South, Belfast, BT1 5LR.  

Name of Account:  Parochial No 1 Current Account 

Sort Code:   90-21-27      Account Number:  10006051 

Please give your own name (and FWO number if you have one) as the Payment 
Reference. 

Thank you for your continuing financial support for Belfast Cathedral 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Bible passages in this service are from the New Revised Standard Version. 

Material in this service is reproduced from the Book of Common Prayer copyright © RCB 2004. 

Belfast Cathedral text, music and live streaming licence numbers CCL 8124, MRL 1049409 


