
CHORAL EVENSONG   

The Second Sunday after Epiphany 

Sunday 16th January 2022 

 
 

Welcome to the Cathedral Church of St Anne, Belfast 

Face coverings must be worn when entering and exiting the building, and 

when singing the hymns. We request members of the congregation to wear 

face coverings throughout the service. Please follow the instructions from 

the Churchwardens. Under government guidance for the purposes of 

keeping Contact Tracing Records it is essential that you complete the 

following information. These will be retained for 21 days, after which they 

will be destroyed. Thank you. 

PLEASE PLACE THIS PAGE OF THE ORDER OF SERVICE IN THE BOX AT THE 

WEST END OF THE CATHEDRAL AS YOU LEAVE 

Name(s):______________________________________________________ 

Telephone contact:_____________________________________________  

 

 

Organ Prelude: A double verse  Henry Purcell (1659-95) 

Please stand to sing:  

 

Songs of praise the angels sang, 

heaven with alleluias rang, 

    when creation was begun, 

    when God spoke and it was done. 

Songs of praise awoke the morn  

when the Prince of Peace was born;  

    songs of praise arouse when he  

    captive led captivity. 



 

Saints below, with heart and voice, 

still in songs of praise rejoice, 

    learning here, by faith and love, 

    songs of praise to sing above. 

Borne upon their final breath, 

songs of praise shall conquer death; 

    then, amidst eternal joy, 

    songs of praise their powers employ.  
Words: James Montgomery (1771-1854) 

Tune (NEH 451): NORTHAMPTON C. J. King (1859-1934) 

Please stand for the OPENING RESPONSES:  

Priest:  O Lord, open thou our lips. 

Choir:  And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

Priest:  O God, make speed to save us. 

Choir:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  

  and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  

            without end. Amen. 

Praise ye the Lord. 

The Lord's name be praised. 
Setting: William Smith (1603-45) 

Please sit while the choir sings PSALM 82:  

God standeth in the congregation of princes: 

  he is a Judge among gods. 

How long will ye give wrong judgement: 

  and accept the persons of the ungodly? 

Defend the poor and fatherless: 

  see that such as are in need and necessity have right. 

Deliver the out-cast and poor: 

  save them from the hand of the ungodly. 



They will not be learned nor understand, but walk on still in darkness: 

  all the foundations of the earth are out of course. 

I have said, Ye are gods: 

  and ye are all the children of the most Highest. 

But ye shall die like men: 

  and fall like one of the princes. 

Arise, O God, and judge thou the earth: 

  for thou shalt take all heathen to thine inheritance. 

Please stand for the GLORIA: 

Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

   world without end. Amen. 
Chant: Andrew Seivewright (1926-2010)  

Please sit for the FIRST LESSON: 1 Samuel 3:1-20 

The boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of 

the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not 

see, was lying down in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 

Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God 

was. Then the LORD called, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ and he said, ‘Here I am!’ and 

ran to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But he said, ‘I did not call; 

lie down again.’ So he went and lay down. The LORD called again, ‘Samuel!’ 

Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ But 

he said, ‘I did not call, my son; lie down again.’ Now Samuel did not yet know 

the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to 

him. The LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to 

Eli, and said, ‘Here I am, for you called me.’ Then Eli perceived that 

the LORD was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, ‘Go, lie down; 

and if he calls you, you shall say, “Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.” ’ 

So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ 

And Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’ Then the LORD said to 

Samuel, ‘See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears 

of anyone who hears of it tingle. On that day I will fulfil against Eli all that I 

have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. For I have told him 

that I am about to punish his house for ever, for the iniquity that he knew, 

because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain 



them. Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house 

shall not be expiated by sacrifice or offering for ever.’ 

Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of 

the LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. But Eli called Samuel and 

said, ‘Samuel, my son.’ He said, ‘Here I am.’ Eli said, ‘What was it that he told 

you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you 

hide anything from me of all that he told you.’ So Samuel told him everything 

and hid nothing from him. Then he said, ‘It is the LORD; let him do what 

seems good to him.’ 

As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall to 

the ground. And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was a 

trustworthy prophet of the LORD. 

Please remain seated as the choir sings the MAGNIFICAT:  

My soul doth magnify the Lord:         

   and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded:  

   the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth:  

   all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me:  

   and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him:  

   throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm:  

   he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  

   and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things:  

   and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:  

   as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Please stand for the GLORIA: 

Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

   world without end. Amen. 
Setting: Short Service, Richard Ayleward (1626-69) 

Please sit for the SECOND LESSON: Ephesians 4:1-16 



I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the 

calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with 

patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain 

the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, 

just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, 

one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and 

in all. 

But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s 

gift. Therefore it is said, 

‘When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; 

   he gave gifts to his people.’ 

(When it says, ‘He ascended’, what does it mean but that he had also 

descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended is the same 

one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all 

things.) The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, 

some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work 

of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity 

of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the 

measure of the full stature of Christ. We must no longer be children, tossed 

to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, 

by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we 

must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom 

the whole body, joined and knitted together by every ligament with which it 

is equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body’s growth in 

building itself up in love. 

Please remain seated as the choir sings the NUNC DIMITTIS:  

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:     

  according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen:  

  thy salvation. 

Which thou hast prepared:  

  before the face of all people. 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  

  and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Please stand for the GLORIA: 

Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

   world without end. Amen. 
Setting: Short Service, Richard Ayleward (1626-69) 



Standing, we face east to recite the APOSTLES’ CREED: 

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and 

sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty. From thence 

he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy 

Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting. Amen. 

Priest:  The Lord be with you.  

Choir:  And with thy spirit. 

Priest:  Let us pray. 

Please kneel or sit. 

Priest:  Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Choir:  Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Priest:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Choir: 

Our Father, which art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done in earth,  

As it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

As we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

Priest:  O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.  

Choir:  And grant us thy salvation. 

Priest:  O Lord, save the Queen. 

Choir:  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Priest:  Endue thy ministers with righteousness.  

Choir:  And make thy chosen people joyful. 

 



Priest:  O Lord, save thy people.  

Choir:  And bless thine inheritance. 

Priest:  Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Choir:  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O  

  God. 

Priest:  O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

Choir:  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY: 

Almighty and everlasting God, who dost govern all things in heaven and earth; 

Mercifully hear the supplications of thy people, and grant us thy peace all the 

days of our life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Choir: Amen. 

COLLECT FOR PEACE: 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels and all just works do 

proceed; Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 

both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by 

thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in 

rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Choir: Amen. 

COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS: 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord: and by thy great mercy 

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 

Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.    

Choir: Amen. 

The choir sings the ANTHEM:  

O God, who by the leading of a star 

didst manifest thy only-begotten Son to the Gentiles, 

mercifully grant that we who know thee now by faith, 

may after this life have the fruition of thy glorious Godhead, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
Words: Traditional BCP Collect of The Epiphany of our Lord 

Setting: Thomas Attwood (1765-1838) 

 

https://www.cpdl.org/wiki/index.php/Category:Epiphany


Please kneel or sit for the PRAYERS, which conclude with A PRAYER OF ST JOHN 

CHRYSOSTOM: 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make 

our common supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when two or 

three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfil 

now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be most 

expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in 

the world to come life everlasting. 

All respond: Amen. 

  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

 fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 

All respond: Amen. 

Please stand to sing:  

 

Dear Lord and Father of mankind, 

    forgive our foolish ways; 

re-clothe us in our rightful mind, 

in purer lives thy service find, 

    in deeper reverence, praise. 

Drop thy still dews of quietness, 

    till all our strivings cease; 

take from our souls the strain and stress, 

and let our ordered lives confess 

    the beauty of thy peace. 

 

 



Breathe through the heats of our desire 

    thy coolness and thy balm; 

let sense be dumb, let flesh retire; 

speak through the earthquake, wind, and fire, 

    O still small voice of calm. 
Words: John Whittier (1807-92) 

Tune (NEH 353): REPTON C. Hubert Parry (1848-1918) 

THE BLESSING 

The peace of God which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord: And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always.   

Response:  Amen. 

Please remain standing as the choir and clergy depart 

Organ Postlude: A voluntary for cornet and echo  John Blow (1649-1708) 

 

 

 

 

Please exit as directed by the Cathedral Wardens 

There is a Retiring Collection at this service 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bible passages in this service are from the New Revised Standard Version. 

Material in this service is reproduced from the Book of Common Prayer copyright © RCB 2004 

Belfast Cathedral text, music and live streaming licence numbers CCL 8124, MRL 1049409 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BELFAST CATHEDRAL CHILDREN’S CHOIR 

IS RECRUITING CHORISTERS 

A SUPERB OPPORTUNITY FOR 

MUSICALLY TALENTED 

BOYS AND GIRLS, AGED 7-14 

This unique choir gives children the opportunity of a first-class musical 

education and the opportunity to sing as Choristers of Belfast Cathedral but 

with a much lighter commitment than a ‘traditional’ cathedral choir.  

The children rehearse on a Wednesday from 5.00–6.30pm and sing, alongside 

the Cathedral Choir, during the Sung Eucharist, every fortnight, as well as other 

special occasions throughout the year. 

For full details about auditioning for Belfast Cathedral Children’s Choir, please 

contact the Cathedral’s Director of Music, Matthew Owens: 

music@belfastcathedral.org 

028 9032 8332 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 



 
NOTICES  

 
 

 
 

 

Services Sunday 23rd January 2022:  

The Third Sunday after The Epiphany  

11.00am Choral Eucharist 

Preacher: The Very Reverend Stephen Forde, Dean 

3.30pm Choral Evensong 

Choral Evensong will be a tribute to Dr Francis Jackson CBE (1917-2021), former 

Organist of York Minster, who died earlier this month and will include organ 

music by him, as well as his Evening Service in G minor and A Prayer of John Donne. 

 

 
 

 

Cathedral reopening 

The cathedral will reopen on Monday 17 January 2022. 

Going forward the weekday cathedral opening hours will be: 

Monday – Friday 11am-3pm 

Closed Saturday 

Weekday Afternoon Prayers resume at 1pm: 

Tuesday, Wednesday & Thursday in the Cathedral 

Friday Healing Service in the Hall 

 

 

Please remember to make your  

Free Will Offering contribution to the Cathedral  

as you leave the cathedral this morning or via Online Banking 

Thank you for your continuing financial support for Belfast Cathedral 

 


