
CHORAL EVENSONG   

The Resurrection of our Lord 

Easter Day 

Sunday 17th April 2022 
 

 

Welcome to the Cathedral Church of St Anne, Belfast. Please follow the instructions 

from the Churchwardens.  

Organ Prelude: Allegro assai Vivace (Sonata no. 1)  Felix Mendelssohn (1809-47) 

Please stand to sing HYMN 258*:  

 

Christ the Lord is risen again! 

Christ has broken every chain! 

    Hark! angelic voices cry, 

    singing evermore on high, 

        alleluia! 

He who gave for us his life, 

who for us endured the strife, 

    is our Paschal Lamb today; 

    we too sing for joy and say 

        alleluia! 

He who bore all pain and loss 

comfortless upon the cross, 

    lives in glory now on high, 

    pleads for us and hears our cry: 

        alleluia! 

He who slumbered in the grave 

is exalted now to save; 

    now through Christendom it rings 

    that the Lamb is King of kings. 

        Alleluia! 
Words: Michael Weiss (c.1480-1534) tr. Catherine Winkworth (1829-78) 

Tune NEH 105(1): ORIENTIS PARTIBUS French medieval melody from the Office of Pierre de Corbeil (d.1222) 



Please remain standing for the OPENING RESPONSES:  

Priest:  O Lord, open thou our lips. 

Choir:  And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise. 

Priest:  O God, make speed to save us. 

Choir:  O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Priest:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,  

  and to the Holy Ghost. 

Choir:  As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  

            without end. Amen. 

Priest:  Praise ye the Lord. 

Choir:  The Lord's name be praised. 
Setting: Humphrey Clucas (born 1941) 

Please sit while the choir sings PSALM 66, vv 1-11:  

O be joyful in God, all ye lands: 

  sing praises unto the honour of his Name, make his praise to be glorious. 

Say unto God, O how wonderful art thou in thy works: 

  through the greatness of thy power shall thine enemies be found liars unto  

  thee. 

For all the world shall worship thee: 

  sing of thee, and praise thy Name. 

O come hither, and behold the works of God: 

  how wonderful he is in his doing toward the children of men. 

He turned the sea into dry land: 

  so that they went through the water on foot; there did we rejoice thereof. 

He ruleth with his power for ever; his eyes behold the people: 

  and such as will not believe shall not be able to exalt themselves. 

O praise our God, ye people: 

  and make the voice of his praise to be heard; 

Who holdeth our soul in life: 

  and suffereth not our feet to slip. 

For thou, O God, hast proved us: 

  thou also hast tried us, like as silver is tried. 

Thou broughtest us into the snare: 

  and laidest trouble upon our loins. 

Thou sufferedst men to ride over our heads: 

  we went through fire and water, and thou broughtest us out into a  

  wealthy place. 

 



Please stand for the GLORIA: 

Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

   world without end. Amen. 
Chant: Rev. Henry East Havergal (1820-75)  

Please sit for the FIRST LESSON: Isaiah 43:1-21 

But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed 

you, O Israel: 

Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are 

mine. 

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the 

rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 

when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not 

consume you. 

For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. 

I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 

Because you are precious in my sight, and honoured, and I love you, 

I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. 

Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and 

from the west I will gather you; 

I will say to the north, ‘Give them up’, and to the south, ‘Do not withhold; 

bring my sons from far away and my daughters from the end of the earth— 

everyone who is called by my name, whom I created  or my glory, whom I 

formed and made.’ 

Bring forth the people who are blind, yet have eyes, 

   who are deaf, yet have ears! 

Let all the nations gather together, and let the peoples assemble. 

Who among them declared this, and foretold to us the former things? 

Let them bring their witnesses to justify them, and let them hear and say, ‘It 

is true.’ 

You are my witnesses, says the Lord, and my servant whom I have chosen, 

so that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he. 

Before me no god was formed, nor shall there be any after me. 

I, I am the Lord, and besides me there is no saviour. 

I declared and saved and proclaimed, when there was no strange god 

among you; and you are my witnesses, says the Lord. 

I am God, and also henceforth I am He; there is no one who can deliver 

from my hand; I work and who can hinder it? 



Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: 

For your sake I will send to Babylon and break down all the bars, 

   and the shouting of the Chaldeans will be turned to lamentation. 

I am the Lord, your Holy One, the Creator of Israel, your King. 

Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty 

waters, 

who brings out chariot and horse, army and warrior; 

they lie down, they cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 

Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. 

I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. 

The wild animals will honour me, the jackals and the ostriches; 

for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, 

to give drink to my chosen people,the people whom I formed for myself 

so that they might declare my praise. 

Please remain seated as the choir sings the MAGNIFICAT:  

My soul doth magnify the Lord:         

   and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 

For he hath regarded:  

   the lowliness of his handmaiden. 

For behold, from henceforth:  

   all generations shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath magnified me:  

   and holy is his Name. 

And his mercy is on them that fear him:  

   throughout all generations. 

He hath shewed strength with his arm:  

   he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 

He hath put down the mighty from their seat:  

   and hath exalted the humble and meek. 

He hath filled the hungry with good things:  

   and the rich he hath sent empty away. 

He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:  

   as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever. 

Please stand for the GLORIA: 

Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

   world without end. Amen. 
Setting: Evening Service in D, Sir George Dyson (1883-1964)  



Please sit for the SECOND LESSON: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

Now I should remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I 

proclaimed to you, which you in turn received, in which also you 

stand, through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the 

message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain. 

For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: 

that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he 

was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 

scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he 

appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most 

of whom are still alive, though some have died.  

Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to someone 

untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles, 

unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by 

the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace towards me has not been in 

vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not 

I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we 

proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

Please remain seated as the choir sings the NUNC DIMITTIS:  

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:     

  according to thy word. 

For mine eyes have seen:  

  thy salvation. 

Which thou hast prepared:  

  before the face of all people. 

To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:  

  and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Please stand for the GLORIA: 

Glory be to the Father: 

   and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 

   world without end. Amen. 
Setting: Evening Service in D, Sir George Dyson (1883-1964)  

Please remain standing and face east to recite the APOSTLES’ CREED: 

I believe in God the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And 

in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third 

day he rose again from the dead.  



He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and 

the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Priest:  The Lord be with you.  

Choir:  And with thy spirit. 

Priest:  Let us pray. 

Please kneel or sit 

Priest:  Lord, have mercy upon us.  

Choir:  Christ, have mercy upon us.  

Priest:  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Choir: 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. 

Thy will be done in earth, As it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

Priest:  O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.  

Choir:  And grant us thy salvation. 

Priest:  O Lord, save the Queen. 

Choir:  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 

Priest:  Endue thy ministers with righteousness.  

Choir:  And make thy chosen people joyful. 

Priest:  O Lord, save thy people.  

Choir:  And bless thine inheritance. 

Priest:  Give peace in our time, O Lord. 

Choir:  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O  

  God. 

Priest:  O God, make clean our hearts within us. 

Choir:  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 

THE COLLECT OF EASTER DAY: 

Almighty God, who through thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ hast 

overcome death, and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life; We humbly 

beseech thee, that, as by thy special grace preventing us thou dost put into 

our minds good desires, so by thy continual help we may bring the same to 

good effect; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee 

and the Holy Spirit, ever one God, world without end. 



Choir: Amen. 

COLLECT FOR PEACE: 

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels and all just works do 

proceed; Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that 

both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by 

thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in 

rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Choir: Amen. 

COLLECT FOR AID AGAINST ALL PERILS: 

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord: and by thy great mercy 

defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 

Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ.    

Choir: Amen. 

The choir sings the ANTHEM:  

My beloved spake, and said unto me, 

Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away. 

For, lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone; 

the flowers appear on the earth; 

the time of the singing of birds is come, 

and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land. 

The fig tree putteth forth her green figs, 

and the vines with the tender grape give a good smell. 

Arise my love, my fair one, and come away. 
Words: Song of Songs 2:10-13 

Music: Patrick Hadley (1899-1973) 

Please kneel or sit for the PRAYERS, which conclude with A PRAYER OF ST JOHN 

CHRYSOSTOM: 

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make 

our common supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when two or 

three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt grant their requests: Fulfil 

now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be most 

expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in 

the world to come life everlasting.  

All respond: Amen. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. 

All respond: Amen. 



Please stand to sing HYMN 254*:  

 

At the Lamb's high feast we sing  

praise to our victorious King,  

    who hath washed us in the tide  

    flowing from His piercèd side.  

Praise we him, whose love divine  

gives the guests his blood for wine,  

    gives his body for the feast; 

    Christ the victim, Christ the priest.  

Easter triumph, Easter joy,  

sin alone can this destroy;  

    from sin’s power do thou set free,  

    souls new-born, O Lord, in thee. 

Hymns of glory and of praise,  

risen Lord, to thee we raise;  

    holy Father, praise to thee,  

    with the Spirit, ever be.  
Words: 7th-century Latin tr. Robert Campbell (1814-68) 

Tune NEH 104: SALZBURG (ALLE MENSCHEN MÜSSEN STERBEN) Melody from J. Hintze (1622-1702) harm. 

J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

THE BLESSING 

The peace of God which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord: And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy 

Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always.   

Response:  Amen. 

Please remain standing as the choir and clergy depart during the Organ Postlude: 

Paraphrase on ‘O filii et filiae’  Andrew Downes (b. 1950) 

Bible passages in this service are from the New Revised Standard Version. 

Material in this service is reproduced from the Book of Common Prayer copyright © RCB 2004 

Belfast Cathedral text, music and live streaming licence numbers CCL 8124, MRL 1049409 


