
HOLY COMMUNION 

The Third Sunday of Easter 

& Feast of St Philip and St James 

Sunday 1st May 2022 
 

Welcome to the Cathedral Church of St Anne, Belfast.  

Please follow the instructions from the Churchwardens.  

Instructions for receiving Communion  

can be found on the back of this Order of Service 

 

Please stand as the clergy enter 

The priest stands at the Lord's Table. The people kneel. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; But deliver us from evil. Amen. 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 

Almighty God, unto whom all hearts be open, all desires known, and from 

whom no secrets are hid; Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of thy Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love thee, and worthily 

magnify thy holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE COMMANDMENTS 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ saith: 

Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 

with all thy mind. This is the first and great Commandment. And the second 

is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two 

Commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 

Lord, have mercy upon us, and write these thy laws in our hearts, 

we beseech thee. 

Let us pray. 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

Almighty God, who hast given thine only Son to be unto us both a sacrifice 

for sin, and also an ensample of godly life; Give us grace that we may always 

most thankfully receive that his inestimable benefit, and also daily endeavour 

ourselves to follow the blessed steps of his most holy life; through the same 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



THE COLLECT OF ST PHILIP AND ST JAMES’ DAY 

O Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us perfectly 

to know thy Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life; that, 

following the steps of thy holy Apostles, Saint Philip and Saint James, we may 

steadfastly walk in the way that leadeth to eternal life; through the same thy 

Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE LESSON 

The Lesson is written in the 9th chapter of the Acts of the Apostles beginning 

at the 1st verse. 

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 

Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 

Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, 

he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he was going along and 

approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He 

fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you 

persecute me?’ He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’ The reply came, ‘I am Jesus, 

whom you are persecuting. But get up and enter the city, and you will be told 

what you are to do.’ The men who were travelling with him stood speechless 

because they heard the voice but saw no one. Saul got up from the ground, 

and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him by the 

hand and brought him into Damascus. For three days he was without sight, 

and neither ate nor drank. 

Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him 

in a vision, ‘Ananias.’ He answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’ The Lord said to him, 

‘Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look 

for a man of Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, and he has 

seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so 

that he might regain his sight.’ But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have heard from 

many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints in 

Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who 

invoke your name.’ But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an instrument 

whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before 

the people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the 

sake of my name.’ So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his hands 

on Saul and said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your 

way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with 

the Holy Spirit.’ And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and 

his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, and after taking 

some food, he regained his strength. 



For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, and immediately he 

began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’ 

Here endeth the Lesson. 

Please stand 

THE GOSPEL 

The holy Gospel is written in the 21st. chapter of the Gospel according to St 

John beginning at the 1st verse. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord. 

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of 

Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were 

Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons 

of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am 

going fishing.’ They said to him, ‘We will go with you.’ They went out and got 

into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 

Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know 

that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, ‘Children, you have no fish, have you?’ 

They answered him, ‘No.’ He said to them, ‘Cast the net to the right side of 

the boat, and you will find some.’ So they cast it, and now they were not able 

to haul it in because there were so many fish. That disciple whom Jesus loved 

said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’ When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, 

he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the lake. But the 

other disciples came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were 

not far from the land, only about a hundred yards off. 

When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, 

and bread. Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish that you have just 

caught.’ So Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large 

fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the 

net was not torn. Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.’ Now none 

of the disciples dared to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ because they knew it was 

the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and did the 

same with the fish. This was now the third time that Jesus appeared to the 

disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of 

John, do you love me more than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know 

that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ A second time he said to 

him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you 

know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ He said to him the 



third time, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt because he 

said to him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ And he said to him, ‘Lord, you 

know everything; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my 

sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your 

own belt and to go wherever you wished.  

‘But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else 

will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.’ (He 

said this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After 

this he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ 

Thanks be to thee, O Lord. 

THE NICENE CREED 

I believe in one God the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth, 

and of all things visible and invisible: 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

the only-begotten Son of God, 

Begotten of his Father before all worlds, 

God of God, Light of Light, 

Very God of very God, 

Begotten, not made, 

Being of one substance with the Father; 

By whom all things were made: 

Who for us men, and for our salvation, came down from heaven, 

And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, 

And was made man, 

And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered and was buried, 

And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 

And ascended into heaven, 

And sitteth on the right hand of the Father. 

And he shall come again with glory 

to judge both the quick and the dead: 

Whose kingdom shall have no end. 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

The Lord, and Giver of life, 

Who proceedeth from the Father and the Son, 

Who with the Father and the Son together 

is worshipped and glorified, 

Who spake by the Prophets. 



And I believe one Catholic and Apostolic Church. 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins. 

And I look for the Resurrection of the dead, 

And the life of the world to come. Amen. 

The priest begins THE OFFERTORY saying  

Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: therefore let us keep the feast. 1 

Corinthians 5:7-8 

 

Bread and wine for communion are placed upon the table. 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ's Church militant here in earth. 

Please kneel or sit 

Almighty and everliving God, who by thy holy Apostle hast taught us to make 

prayers, and supplications, and to give thanks, for all men; We humbly 

beseech thee most mercifully to accept our alms and oblations, and to receive 

these our prayers, which we offer unto thy Divine Majesty; beseeching thee 

to inspire continually the universal Church with the spirit of truth, unity and 

concord: And grant, that all they that do confess thy holy Name may agree 

in the truth of thy holy Word, and live in unity and godly love. 

We beseech thee also to save and defend all Christian Kings, Princes, and 

Governors; and especially thy servant Elizabeth our Queen; that under her 

we may be godly and quietly governed: And grant unto her whole Council, 

and to all that are put in authority under her, that they may truly and 

impartially minister justice, to the punishment of wickedness and vice, and to 

the maintenance of thy true religion, and virtue. 

Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all Bishops and Curates, that they may both 

by their life and doctrine set forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and 

duly administer thy holy Sacraments: And to all thy People give thy heavenly 

grace; and especially to this Congregation here present; that, with meek heart 

and due reverence, they may hear and receive thy holy Word; truly serving 

thee in holiness and righteousness all the days of their life. 

And we most humbly beseech thee of thy goodness, O Lord, to comfort and 

succour all them, who in this transitory life are in trouble, sorrow, need, 

sickness, or any other adversity. 

 



And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants departed this life in thy 

faith and fear; beseeching thee to give us grace so to follow their good 

examples, that with them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom: 

Grant this, O Father, for Jesus Christ's sake, our only Mediator and Advocate. 

Amen. 

Priest 

Ye that do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and are in love and 

charity with your neighbours, and intend to lead a new life, following the 

commandments of God, and walking from henceforth in his holy ways; Draw 

near with faith, and take this holy Sacrament to your comfort; and make your 

humble confession to Almighty God, meekly kneeling upon your knees. 

Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Maker of all things, 

Judge of all men; We acknowledge and bewail our manifold sins and 

wickedness, Which we, from time to time, most grievously have 

committed, By thought, word, and deed, Against thy Divine 

Majesty, Provoking most justly thy wrath and indignation against 

us. We do earnestly repent, And are heartily sorry for these our 

misdoings; The remembrance of them is grievous unto us; The 

burden of them is intolerable. Have mercy upon us, Have mercy 

upon us, most merciful Father; For thy Son our Lord Jesus Christ's 

sake, Forgive us all that is past; And grant that we may ever 

hereafter Serve and please thee In newness of life, To the honour 

and glory of thy Name; Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The priest stands and pronounces this absolution: 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy hath promised 

forgiveness of sins to all them that with hearty repentance and true faith turn 

unto him; Have mercy upon you; pardon and deliver you from all your sins; 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness; and bring you to everlasting life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto all that truly turn 

to him. 

Come unto me all that travail and are heavy laden, and I will refresh you. 
Matthew 11:28 

So God loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, to the end that 

all that believe in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16 

 

 



Hear also what Saint Paul saith. 

This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, That Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 1:15 

Hear also what Saint John saith. 

If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 

righteous: and he is the propitiation for our sins. 1 John 2:1-2 

Priest 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

It is meet and right so to do. 

It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and 

in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty Everlasting 

God: 

Therefore with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 

we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts, 

heaven and earth are full of thy glory: 

Glory be to thee, O Lord most high. Amen. 

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, 

trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great 

mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs 

under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord, whose property is 

always to have mercy: Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat 

the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that 

our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body, and our souls 

washed through his most precious blood, and that we may 

evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

THE PRAYER OF CONSECRATION 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of thy tender mercy didst give thine 

only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the Cross for our redemption; 

who made there (by his one oblation of himself once offered) a full, perfect, 

and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, for the sins of the whole 

world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a 

perpetual memory of that his precious death, until his coming again: 



Hear us, O merciful Father, we most humbly beseech thee; and grant that we 

receiving these thy creatures of bread and wine, according to thy Son our 

Saviour Jesus Christ's holy institution, in remembrance of his death and 

passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood: 

Who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took Bread; and, when he had 

given thanks, he brake it, and gave it to his disciples saying, Take, eat; this is 

my Body which is given for you: Do this in remembrance of me.  

Likewise after supper he took the Cup; and, when he had given thanks, he 

gave it to them, saying, Drink ye all of this: for this is my Blood of the New 

Testament which is shed for you and for many for the remission of sins: Do 

this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me. Amen. 

The ministers and people receive Communion at the Sanctuary Communion Rail 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil: 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory; 

for ever and ever. Amen. 

O Lord and heavenly Father, we thy humble servants entirely desire thy 

fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and 

death of thy Son Jesus Christ, and through faith in his blood, we and all thy 

whole Church may obtain remission of our sins, and all other benefits of his 

passion. 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, ourselves, our souls and 

bodies, to be a reasonable, holy, and lively sacrifice unto thee; humbly 

beseeching thee, that all we, who are partakers of this Holy Communion, 

may be fulfilled with thy grace and heavenly benediction. 

 



And although we be unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee 

any sacrifice, yet we beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and 

service; not weighing our merits, but pardoning our offences, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord; By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be unto thee, O Father Almighty, world without end. 

Amen. 

 

Please stand to say GLORIA IN EXCELSIS 

Glory be to God on high, 

and in earth peace, good will towards men. 

We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, 

we give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 

Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 

Lord, the only-begotten Son Jesu Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, 

have mercy upon us. 

For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; 

thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Grant, we beseech thee, almighty God, that the words, which we have heard 

this day with our outward ears, may through thy grace be so grafted inwardly 

in our hearts, that they may bring forth in us the fruit of good living, to the 

honour and praise of thy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE BLESSING 

The peace of God, which passeth all understanding, keep your hearts and 

minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our 

Lord: And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be amongst you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

There is a retiring collection after this service. 

Refreshments will be served at the West End of the Cathedral. 

Notices on next page. 



 

Bible passages in this service are from the New Revised Standard Version. 

Material in this service is reproduced from the Book of Common Prayer copyright © RCB 2004 

Belfast Cathedral text, music and live streaming licence numbers CCL 8124, MRL 1049409 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 

 
NOTICES  

 
 

Please stay for refreshments. We are appealing for volunteers to assist with 

providing refreshments on rotation, please consider signing up for this if you 

are able. 

 

Please join us this afternoon at 3.30pm  

for Choral Evensong: 

Preacher: The Dean. 

J G Walther  Allein Gott in der Höh’ sei ehr 

Ayelward  Preces and Responses 

Psalm 1 (chant by Beale) 

Moeran  Evening Service in D 

Philip Stopford  Collect of St Philip and St James’s Day (world premiere) 

Johann Pachelbel  Allein Gott in der Höh’ sei ehr 

 

Sunday 8th May 2022: 4th Sunday of Easter 

11.00am Choral Eucharist 

Preacher: The Reverend Janice Elsdon 

 

3.30pm Choral Evensong 

 

 
 

 

As you leave, please remember to make your Free Will Offering 

contribution to support the ongoing work and life of Belfast Cathedral, 

or give via online banking to:  

Account Name: “Parochial No 1 Current Account” 

Sort Code: 90-21-27 

Account Number: 10006051 
 

 

 

 

 

  



INSTRUCTIONS FOR RECEIVING HOLY COMMUNION 

With the easing of Covid restrictions, but a need for continued caution, we are 

making some changes as follows:  

While moving through the cathedral and making your way for communion, we 

ask you to continue to wear face coverings.  

For this service seating will be in the Choir Stalls and Quire Area. However 

please leave a space vacant  between family groups. While seated or standing in 

your seat, you may wish to remove your face covering.  

Baptised members of Christian churches are welcome to join in this Eucharist. 

It is the Lord’s table and this invitation is given in his name. 

The Eucharist will be celebrated and distributed in accordance with Covid 

precautions as laid down by the Church of Ireland.  

If you wish to receive communion, please move to the Sanctuary Rail, when 

directed by the cathedral wardens. Those seated on the North (left) side of the 

Quire will move first, then those seated on the South (right) side afterwards.   

We have resumed distribution of Communion in both kinds. When you approach 

the clergy you will receive the wafer bread, which you should consume 

immediately. Please then move to the side to receive the wine which will be in 

individual cups. Empty cups should be placed in the basin provided.  

Please keep 0.75m social distance at all times and continue wearing your face 

covering until you return to your seat.  

Please indicate if you require a gluten-free wafer, or if you require Communion 

to be brought to your seat.  

If you wish to receive a blessing only, please indicate by crossing your arms across 

your chest. 

Post-service Refreshments 

Once you are guided by the cathedral wardens, you may wish to collect coffee or 

tea from the West End of the Cathedral. 

PLEASE DO NOT CONGREGATE AROUND THE SERVING TABLES.  

Please do not make video recordings or take photographs during the service 
 


